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Jennies ready to reclaim M IAA v olleyball title

(WAR RENSBURG, M o.) – To most teams, a 20-win season and second place conference finish would be considered a dream season. 

To the Central Missouri State University Jennies volleyball team, it was a disappointment, one coach Peggy Martin’s squad does not

intend to relive in 2002.

To be sure, 2001 was nothing to sneer at.  The Jennies finished the season 25-7, the 24th straight season they’ve won 25-or-more

matches.  They also advanced to the NCAA Division II Tournament for the 19th consecutive year.  But for the first time since the Mid-

America Intercollegiate Athletics Association began sponsoring a volleyball championship in 1983, Central did not win the crown. 

Their 14-2 conference record included a pair of losses to eventual champion Truman State University.

Martin’s charges, picked to again finish second by the conference’s head coaches, return four All-MIAA perform ers from last

season’s squad.  Up front, Central returns Carrie Potthast (5-10, junior, outside hitter), Trudy Carter (6-2, junior, middle hitter) ,

and Anna Patterson (5-8, senior, outside hitter).  Potthast and Carter were both second-team All-MIAA selections, while Patterson

earned honorable mention all-league recognition.  Potthast led the Jennies and the MIAA with 495 kills in 2001 (4.58 per game), and

added 345 digs (ninth in the MIAA), and 62 total blocks (eight solo, 54 assists) while hitting .243 (15th in the conference).  Carter,

meanwhile, tacked on 342 kills, good for second on the team, to go with 144 digs, 80 total blocks, and 30 service aces.  She ranked 12th

in the league in kills and 13th in hitting percentage.  Patterson had 263 kills and 306 digs for the Jennies.  

On the back row, the Jennies boast one of the finest passers in the league in Jacque Barr (5-7, senior, libero).  She paced the

Jennies with 363 digs (seventh in the MIAA) and was second with 32 service aces.  She was also a first-team All-South Central Region

selection for her efforts. 

Central will have to replace a pair of first-team All-MIA A performers in Robyn Griffin at setter and Janell Mohme at middle

hitter.  Natalie Loerch (5-8, junior) and Kaci Young (5-8, freshman) will be vying to replace Griffin as the Jennies’ floor manager. 

Loerch has been waiting in the wings the past two seasons and knows the system, while Young was a first-team all-state selection and

three-time all-conference performer for Heritage High School in Littleton, Colo.  Loerch saw action in 89 games in 2001 and had 25

assist and 96 digs to her credit.

Three returnees and a pair of newcomers will be looked to for the other middle hitters spot.  Elyse Mohme (6-2, sophomore), 

Kristen Fricke (6-2, sophomore) and Kristin Perr in (5-11, redshirt freshman) are back, while Becky Haug (6-0, freshman) out of

Lee’s Summit, Mo. and Alana Copeland (6-0, freshman) of Nevada, Mo. will be challenging for time in their first year with the

Jennies.
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