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Jennies soccer team anxious to build on 2001 performance

(WARRENSB URG, Mo.) – After recording a school-record 14 wins and placing second in the Mid-America Intercollegiate Athletics

Association last season, the Central Missouri State University Jennies soccer team will be aiming for a conference title in 2002.  

The Jennies were picked in the preseason poll to finish second in the league by the MIAA coaches, behind only defending

conference champ Truman State University.  

The Jennies offense was the most explosive in the conference last season averaging 2.30 goals per game.  The Jennies  return

seven players from last year’s team.  Junior forwards Teleshia Joseph, a first-team All-MIAA pick,  and April Reyes, honorable

mention All-MIAA  in 2001, combined to score 29 of the team’s 46 goals last season.  They will be counted on to key Central’s

offensive attack this fall.  

Also returning for the Jennies are senior defenders Melissa Layton (honorable mention All-MIAA in 2001) and Briana

Deveraux (honorable mention All-MIAA), and  senior midfielders Katie Smith  (first-team All-MIAA) and Jessica Goedeker. 

Layton, who played forward and midfielder in 2001, was the Jennies’ third leading scorer with three goals and four assists for 10

points.  Smith added a goal and five assists, while Goedeker had a pair of goals and three assists.  Deveraux, meanwhile, worked in the

backfield to help hold Jennies’ foes to just 0.78 goals per game last fall.

One concern for the Jennies will be replacing goalkeeper Carrie Payne.  Sophomores Michelle Gonzalez and Stephanie Reyes

will  be compete to fill the net for Central this season.  Both were forward/midfielders last fall, but are solid athletes and know coach Al

Iantorno’s system.

Central opens its 2002 campaign this weekend in the Jennies’ Labor Day Classic.  The Jennies will take on the University South

Dakota on Saturday, August 31 at 12:00 p.m., and will host Minnesota State University-Moorhead at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, September

1.  After playing in the Truman State University Classic on September 7 and 8 and then facing Minnesota State University-Mankato on

September 13, the Jennies will return home for their 2002 MIAA opener on September 22 when they take on the University of

Missouri-Rolla.
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