Dear UCM Faculty, and Staff,
[bookmark: _GoBack]As you may already know, March is Athletic Trainer’s Month. The 2013 Athletic Trainer’s Month theme is “Everybody Needs an Athletic Trainer”! As your UCM Athletic Training Education Program, we are excited to tell you a little bit about ourselves and who we are! 
An Athletic Trainer is a nationally certified and state licensed health care professional. Athletic Training has been recognized by the American Medical Association (AMA) as an allied health care profession since 1990. Athletic Trainers prevent, evaluate, diagnose, treat, and rehabilitate athletic related injuries and conditions in that of the active population. Athletic trainers are also highly trained and skilled in first aid, emergency rescue, spine board management, CPR and AED usage.  Every year, lives are saved because of the skills Athletic Trainers possess. 
	On campus, you may see Athletic Trainers and Athletic Training Students provide medical coverage at practices and games for UCM athletics. However, these same individuals spend many an hour in various Athletic Training Rooms across campus where they constantly rehabilitate and treat athletic related injuries and conditions that the general population never sees. Athletic Trainers must undergo a rigorous four year education program nationally accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of Athletic Training Education (CAATE). By graduation, Athletic Training Students complete 1,200 clinical hours under the direct supervision of UCM Staff Athletic Trainers, affiliated physicians, and other Athletic Trainers at regional high schools to gain the hands on experience necessary for profession practice. At the end the senior year, Athletic Training seniors sit for their Board of Certification Exam, Inc. (BOC, Inc.) to become Certified Athletic Trainers. 
	If you would like to learn more about Athletic Training as a profession, please visit the National Athletic Trainer’s Association (NATA) website at www.nata.org.  To know the educational requirements needed to become a Certified Athletic Trainer, please visit the Commission on Accreditation of Athletic Training Education (CAATE) website at www.caate.net. For more information regarding UCM’s ATEP, please go to www.ucmo.edu/at. There you will find a description of our program, facilities, as well as links to get to know our staff and students. 

Thank you!
The UCM Athletic Training Education Program
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