Dear Members of the Campus Community:
As the University of Central Missouri approaches the final weeks of the 2013-14 academic year, we have been
looking toward the next academic year by closely monitoring the State of Missouri’s legislative environment to
learn about important decisions the General Assembly is making that affect UCM’s students, faculty and staff.
Because university decisions about matters such as student fees and the quality of educational programs greatly
hinge on the outcome of this current legislative session, it is imperative for everyone on campus to stay
informed about the legislative actions that will directly touch our learning and working environment.
To fully engage the entire campus community in learning and understanding more about specific issues that
affect higher education, particularly within the legislature, UCM is conducting three informational forums during
the month of April as follows:



Students are invited to attend either of two sessions as follows: 10 a.m. Tuesday, April 8, in Elliott
Student Union 237B or 3:30 p.m. Thursday, April 10 in Union 237A.
A forum for faculty and staff is set for 3:30 p.m. Monday, April 28, in Union 237B.

Each event will last approximately 50 minutes, and will include time for questions and answers.
Some brief background information, two state appropriations scenarios are currently being vetted in the state
capital. Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon’s budget proposal includes a recommendation for a 5 percent increase in state
funding for Missouri’s public colleges and universities, in exchange for not increasing tuition for the next
academic year. The Governor’s proposal would mean $2.1 million in additional funding for UCM over the FY14
appropriation, giving the university $54.4 million in total state funds.
The Missouri House Budget Committee also has proposed a 3 percent increase in appropriations, which would
mean a $1.4 million increase in funding for UCM for a total of $53.7 million in state funding. If the second
proposal is approved, the university would be authorized to increase tuition, if needed, up to a modest
1.5 percent increase over the current rates, which would not exceed the Consumer Price Index.
Entering the 2014-2015 academic year, UCM will continue to maintain its commitment to making education as
affordable as possible for students and their families, while also building on many successes that the university is
experiencing today. Much gratitude is owed to those who helped launch the Learning to a Greater Degree
Student Contract for completion, contributed to record-setting enrollments, two decades of continuous job
placement rates above the national average, building a new residence hall and retail facility for students, and
much more. Your participation in the public forums in April will provide a valuable opportunity to learn more
about the future of UCM and what is needed to help ensure the university’s ongoing commitment to a campus
environment that continues to progress and is dedicated to Learning to a Greater Degree.
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