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Program Notes 

Gershwin Lullaby 

American composer George Gershwin originally wrote his “Lullaby” for string quartet in 1919 or 1920.  It 
received several private performances in the months following its creation but seems to have been set aside 
by Gershwin.  That is until 1922 when Gershwin needed a melody for the one-act opera “Blue Monday.”  
Gershwin used the opening “Lullaby” melody for an aria and again set aside the “Lullaby.” It was not until 
1967, 30 years after George Gershwin’s death, that “Lullaby” was performed publicly for the first time.   

 

Donizetti “Il dolce suono…” 

Lucia and Edgardo pledged their love for each other. Nevertheless, Lucia’s brother Enrico and the minister 
Raimondo forced her into a political marriage with Arturo. Following the wedding, thinking she was still 
marrying Edgardo, Lucia loses her mind and kills Arturo. She enters the scene hallucinating that Edgardo is 
with her. As the scene progresses, Lucia begins to realize and process what has happened. When she realizes 
she has married Arturo, she decides the only way for her to be with Edgardo is in heaven. 

English Translation of "Il dolce suono" 

The sweet sound, hits me, his voice! 
Ah, that voice into my heart descends! 
Edgardo, I surrender to you 
A chill creeps into my breast! 
trembles every fiber! 
falters my foot! 
Near the fountain next to me sit a while! 
Alas! arises a tremendous phantom and separates us! 
Here let us take refuge, by the foot of the alter. 
Strewn is it with roses! 
A harmony celestial, do you not hear? 
Ah, the marriage hymn plays! 
The ceremony for us draws near! Happiness! 
Oh, joy that one feels and does not speak of! 
The incense burns! 
Brilliant the sacred torches, shining all around! 
Here is the minister! 
Give me your right hand! 
Oh, joyous day! 
At last, I am your, at last you are mine, 
to me you have been given by God. 
Every pleasure is more grateful, 
(it is) to me, with you, more sweet 
From peaceful heaven a smile 
life to us will be. 

Translation by Ilya Speranza (ISperanza@aol.com) 

Juon Five Pieces for String Orchestra 

The relatively obscure Russian-Swiss composer Paul Juon studied composition and flute at the Moscow 
Conservatory where he was a classmate of Rachmaninov, who dubbed Juon the Russian Brahms.  Juon’s 
music is rooted in Romanticism with intricate counterpoint, exceptional inner-voice treatment, a broad tonal 
spectrum, synthesis of Russian folk melodies, and soaring melodies. (adapted from ArkivMusic.com) 


