Veterans Research Worksheet
By Kim Alberg

The 4-page worksheet that follows can be used to guide students in
their quest for details that will allow their veteran’s story to unfold. It is best
to encourage students to think of this worksheet as part scavenger hunt -
the hunt for data and documents - and part graphic organizer, automatically
grouping acquired information into specific aspects of the veteran’s life prior
to the commencement of the writing process. Because time and place play
such large roles in both the types of records generated and the current
availability of these records, students should be forewarned that each item
on the worksheet will likely not be available for each veteran.

Each row on the first three pages of this worksheet includes space in a
column to the far right for citing the source(s) used to gather the specific
piece of information recorded on that row. As students record a new detail of
their veteran’s life, they should add a number in this source column, and
then turn to page 4 of the worksheet to fully cite the source(s) used to
acquire this information. Because it is sometimes difficult to retrace the path
back to an original document, students should be advised of project
expectations regarding source citations before beginning their research,
allowing them to complete this component of the project from the very
beginning. Page 3 of the worksheet addresses research related to specialized
populations. Each section on this page includes additional information that is
pertinent to the veteran’s story along with some brief tips to guide further
research.

Early in the process, students should also be alerted to the probability
that they will discover conflicting information — alternate spellings of names,
differing ages/years of birth, even variance in recorded race — at some point

in their research. While this inconsistency may be frustrating for some
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students, it nicely sets up “teachable moments” for assessing source
reliability and for self-checking one’s work to ensure that the research
trail hasn't shifted to a different veteran with a similar name and

background.

This worksheet was funded by a grant from the United States
Department of Veterans Affairs.

The opinions, findings and conclusions stated herein are those of the
author and do not necessarily reflect those of the United States

Department of Veterans Affairs.
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Veteran Research Worksheet

Veteran’s Name & Rank (at time of discharge):

Source
No.

Alias (if any): l
BURIAL INFORMATION
CEMETERY: __ FT SCOTT NATIONAL CEM. __ MISSOURI VETERANS CEM - HIGGINSVILLE n/a
LOT #: SITE #: INTERMENT DATE:
ONLINE GRAVESITE ACCESS: _ FINDAGRAVE __ BILLION GRAVES
OTHER: MEMORIAL #:

FAMILY MEMBERS BURIED IN SAME LOCATION:

SERVICE INFORMATION

REGISTRATION/ENLISTMENT DATE(S) / LOCATION(S):

BRANCH/UNIT(S)/REGIMENT(S)/DIVISION(S):

MUSTERED IN DATE(S) / LOCATION:

MILITARY ENGAGEMENTS:

MUSTERED OUT DATE(S) / LOCATION / REASON (if provided):

PENSION #: APPLICATION #:

PERSON APPLYING / RELATIONSHIP: DATE / LOCATION:
PERSONAL HISTORY

GENDER M F RACE / ETHNICITY:

BIRTH DATE / LOCATION:

DEATH DATE / LOCATION:

PARENTS (include BIRTH / DEATH info if known):

SIBLINGS (include BIRTH / DEATH info if known):

SPOUSE #1 (include BIRTH / DEATH info if known):
MARRIAGE DATE / LOCATION:

CHILDREN FROM 15T MARRIAGE:
(include BIRTH / DEATH info if known):

OTHER MARRIAGES/CHILDREN:
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KNOWN RESIDENCE(S):

OTHERS; Occupation, religious affiliation, organizations, etc.

CENSUS DATA: USFC, special “schedules”, state censuses, Indian census rolls, tribal rolls, etc.

e Expect discrepancies in spelling, dates, birth locations, and race.
Use 1860 USFC to assess whether an African American soldier/sailor was free prior to the CW.
A 1921 fire destroyed most of the 1890 USFC + part (AL through KS) of the 1890 Veterans

Schedules; this 1890 Veterans Schedule is available for most MO counties.

Use 1900 USFC to select a path for Native American research (“Five Civilized Tribes” or other).
Both 1900 & 1910 USFC include sections entitled, “Special Inquiries Related to Indians”.
Military personnel stationed away from home were enumerated in the 1900, 1910, & 1920 USFCs.

also collected in the 1940 & 1950 USFC in the supplemental questions.

The 1930 USFC includes veteran/military information for all enumerated; veteran info for some was

CENSUS TYPE

DATE

LOCATION

INFO ACQUIRED

n/a

DISCOVERIES!

What else have you discovered about your veteran?
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SPECIALIZED RECORD SETS

MILITARY
CONFLICT: ___ CIVIL WAR (__UNION or ___ CONFEDERACY) ___ WORLD WAR I
BRANCH: __ ARMY __ NAVY __ ARMY AIRFORCES __ MARINES OTHER:
TIP: Watch for terms like VOLUNTEER/USCT (African American)/SCOUT (Native American).

WOMEN WHO SERVED
SERVICE: ___ (ARMY, NAVY, CADET) NURSES CORPS __ MARINE CORPS WOMEN’S RESERVE
__ WAACs (Army) _ WAVES (Navy) _ WASPs (Army Air Force) _ SPARS (Coast Guard)

TIPS: Watch for surname changes if your female veteran ever married and set a goal to learn what job(s)
your veteran performed for the military.

AFRICAN AMERICAN
CONDITION OF SERVITUDE: __ FREE PRIOR TO 1865 __ ENSLAVED PRIOR TO 1865

TIP: Look for your African American veteran on the 1860 USFC. If listed, they were free prior to the Civil
War, leading your search towards documents of freedom (“free papers”, manumissions, etc.). If not found in
the 1860 USFC, they were likely enslaved at that time; search for documents of enslavement such as an
enslaver’s inventories, deeds, wills/probate, etc.

NATIVE AMERICAN
TRIBAL AFFILIATION: UNKNOWN

TIP: Use the 1900 USFC to determine if the veteran or a known ancestor/descendant was living IN INDIAN
TERRITORY (OK) in 1900. If they were, check land allotment and “Enroliment Records” (Dawes Rolls, etc.).

If they/their family members were LIVING ELSEWHERE, start your research with the U.S. Indian Census
Rolls (1885-1940), specific tribal rolls, etc.
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Source SOURCE USED OTHER INFO

Nf' EX. RECORD SET, TITLE OF PRINT RESOURCE EX. DATABASE, WEBSITE, AUTHOR

EX U.S., Veterans’ Gravesites, ca. 1775-2019 Ancestry Library Edition

1

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
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