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	TABLE 1.

	AGE, GENDER, RACE, AND RELIGION

	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	2007

	 
	1997
	2007
	Public 4- year

	 
	 
	 
	Colleges

	 
	%
	%
	%

	Age:
	 
	 
	 

	    17 or younger
	                 1 
	                 1 
	1

	18
	                60 
	                52 
	69

	19
	                38 
	                46 
	28

	20
	                  - 
	                 1 
	1

	    21 to 24
	                  - 
	                  - 
	1

	    25 or older
	                 1 
	                  - 
	_

	Gender:
	 
	 
	 

	   Male
	                40 
	                43 
	43

	   Female
	                60 
	                57 
	57

	Racial and Ethnic Background:
	 
	 
	 

	    White/Caucasian
	                94 
	                90 
	74

	    African-American/Black
	                 5 
	                 8 
	14

	    Others
	                 1 
	                 2 
	12

	Religious Preference:
	 
	 
	 

	    Roman Catholic
	                27 
	                22 
	26

	    Baptist
	                22 
	                20 
	15

	    Church of Christ
	                 3 
	                 5 
	5

	    Lutheran
	                 6 
	                 6 
	4

	    Methodist
	                12 
	                 8 
	6

	    Other Christian
	                14 
	                14 
	13

	    Other religions
	                 6 
	                11 
	8

	    None
	                10 
	                17 
	17


B. Parental Information
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	                                                         TABLE 2.

	                                      PARENTAL INFORMATION
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	2007

	 
	
	 
	Public 4-   Year

	 
	1997
	2007
	Colleges

	 
	%
	%
	%

	Mother's Highest Level of Education:
	 
	 
	 

	   Grammar School
	1
	3
	4

	   Some High School
	4
	4
	4

	   High-School graduate
	33
	29
	25

	   Post-Secondary School other than college
	5
	5
	5

	   Some college
	20
	19
	19

	   College degree
	25
	25
	28

	   Some graduate school
	2
	2
	2

	   Graduate School
	11
	14
	13

	Father's Highest Level of Education:
	 
	 
	 

	   Grammar School
	1
	3
	4

	   Some High School
	3
	5
	6

	   High-School graduate
	33
	31
	27

	   Post-Secondary School other than college
	5
	5
	4

	   Some college
	24
	17
	17

	   College degree
	19
	23
	25

	   Some graduate school
	3
	1
	2

	   Graduate School
	12
	15
	15

	Estimated Parental Income:
	 
	 
	 

	   Less than $29,999
	18
	17
	19

	   $30,000 - $59,999
	48
	27
	25

	   $60,000 - 99,999
	25
	31
	27

	   $100,000 - $149,999
	6
	15
	16

	   $150,000 - $199,999
	2
	5
	6

	   $200,000 or more
	1
	5
	7

	Status of Parents:
	 
	 
	 

	   Living with each other
	73
	66
	66

	   Divorced or separated
	26
	31
	30

	   One or both deceased
	1
	3
	4


C. College Preparation
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	TABLE 3.

	                    
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	2007

	 
	
	 
	Public 4- year

	 
	1997
	2007
	Colleges

	 
	%
	%
	%

	Average High School Grade:
	 
	 
	 

	   A or A+
	13
	21
	16

	   A-
	21
	17
	16

	   B+
	23
	26
	28

	   B
	24
	14
	18

	   B-
	11
	14
	14

	   C+
	6
	4
	4

	   C
	2
	4
	4

	Will Need Remedial Work In:
	 
	 
	 

	   English
	13
	9
	11

	   Reading
	9
	6
	5

	   Mathematics
	28
	26
	29

	   Social Studies
	8
	4
	4

	   Science
	14
	10
	12

	   Foreign Language
	13
	10
	12

	   Writing
	N/A
	12
	12

	Type of High School Attended:
	 
	 
	 

	   Public school (Not Charter or Magnet)
	 
	87
	84

	   Private religious/parochial school
	 
	9
	8

	   Others
	 
	4
	8

	ACT Scores*:
	 
	 
	 

	   English
	21.6
	22.0
	 

	   Reading
	21.0
	21.1
	 

	   Mathematics
	22.3
	22.6
	 

	   Science
	21.9
	22.0
	 

	   Composite
	21.8
	22.0
	 

	Highest Degree Planned at UCM
	 
	 
	 

	   Bachelor's degree
	62
	70
	69

	   Master's degree
	29
	21
	21

	   Others
	9
	19
	10

	*Source: ACT Class Profile Reports (1997-98 and 2007-08)
	


	TABLE 8.

	STUDENT RATED SELF ABOVE AVERAGE OR HIGHEST 10 PERCENT IN:

	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	2007

	 
	 
	 
	Public 4- year

	 
	1997
	2007
	Colleges

	Ability and Skills:
	%
	%
	%

	Understanding of others
	62
	56
	63

	Cooperativeness
	69
	66
	71

	Drive to achieve
	67
	66
	70

	Physical health
	57
	49
	53

	Leadership ability
	50
	52
	58

	Emotional health
	47
	49
	51

	Creativity
	50
	51
	54

	Self-confidence (intellectual)
	53
	52
	55

	Self-confidence (social)
	47
	47
	53

	Self-understanding
	48
	51
	54

	Academic ability
	51
	53
	58

	Spirituality
	41
	33
	37

	Mathematical ability
	35
	34
	35

	Public speaking ability
	26
	27
	33

	Writing ability
	34
	37
	41

	Artistic ability
	23
	29
	27

	Computer skills
	N/A
	34
	39


D. College Choice
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	TABLE 4.

	MAKING THE CHOICE

	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	2007

	 
	 
	 
	Public 4- year

	 
	1997
	2007
	Colleges

	 
	%
	%
	%

	UCM is student's:
	 
	 
	 

	   First choice
	75
	78
	64

	   Second choice
	19
	18
	26

	   Third choice
	5
	3
	7

	   Less than third choice
	1
	1
	3

	Accepted by first-choice college:
	 
	 
	 

	   Yes
	75
	94
	84

	   No
	25
	6
	16

	Number of other colleges applied
	 
	 
	 

	to for admission:
	 
	 
	 

	   None
	38
	33
	21

	   One
	20
	18
	13

	   Two
	13
	18
	17

	   Three
	17
	17
	18

	   Three or more
	12
	14
	31

	Miles from UCM to permanent home:
	 
	 
	 

	   5 or less
	6
	2
	7

	   6 to 10
	2
	2
	7

	   11 to 50
	20
	27
	29

	   51 to 100
	30
	26
	19

	   101 to 500
	39
	40
	30

	   more than 500
	3
	3
	8

	Housing plans during fall term:
	 
	 
	 

	   With parents or relatives
	12
	2
	21

	   Other private home, apt. room
	2
	1
	5

	   College dormitory
	85
	95
	70

	   Fraternity or sorority house
	1
	1
	1

	   Other campus housing
	1
	2
	3

	Concern about financing college:
	 
	 
	 

	   None (I am confident that I will have
	 
	 
	 

	     sufficient funds)
	30
	38
	38

	   Some (but I probably will have enough)
	53
	53
	52

	   Major (not sure I will have enough funds
	 
	 
	 

	       to complete college)
	17
	9
	10


	TABLE 5.

	TOP TEN REASONS NOTED AS "VERY IMPORTANT" IN SELECTING UCM

	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	2007

	 
	 
	 
	Public 4 -year

	 
	1997
	2007
	Colleges

	REASON:
	%
	%
	%

	The cost of attending 
	40
	42
	46

	Graduates get good jobs
	43
	42
	45

	Wanted to go to a school about the size of this college
	36
	36
	37

	UCM has a very good academic reputation
	40
	42
	53

	A visit to the campus
	NA
	40
	38

	Was offered financial assistance
	35
	36
	34

	UCM has a good reputation for its social activities
	21
	30
	33

	Wanted to live near home
	23
	18
	24

	UCM graduates gain admission to 
	 
	 
	 

	   graduate/professional schools
	20
	21
	26

	Information from a website
	N/A
	11
	16


	TABLE 6.

	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	2007

	 
	 
	 
	Public 4 -year

	 
	1997
	2007
	Colleges

	Intended Majors:
	%
	%
	%

	   Business
	13
	13
	16

	   Professional
	15
	13
	14

	   Arts and Humanities
	8
	13
	12

	   Social Sciences
	 
	7
	10

	   Education
	19
	13
	15

	   Biological Sciences
	4
	4
	6

	   Engineering
	3
	3
	5

	   Physical Sciences
	_
	1
	3

	   Technical
	7
	5
	3

	   Other fields
	16
	15
	9

	   Undecided
	8
	8
	7


E. Student Opinions
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	TABLE 9.

	STUDENTS RESPONDED THEY FREQUENTLY DID THE FOLLOWING

	IN THE PAST YEAR:

	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	2007

	 
	 
	 
	Public 4- year

	 
	1997
	2007
	Colleges

	ACTIVITY
	%
	%
	%

	Socialized with someone of another racial/ethnic group
	64
	58
	60

	Was bored in class
	47
	51
	42

	Attended a religious service
	89
	77
	78

	Discussed politics
	11
	20
	25

	Asked a teacher for advice after class
	21
	24
	24

	Studied with other students
	91
	84
	86

	Drank beer
	59
	48
	41

	Performed volunteer work
	73
	73
	78

	Participated in organized demonstrations
	56
	19
	21

	Came late to class
	N/A
	56
	61

	Tutored another student
	52
	50
	50


	

	

	

	
	
	


	TABLE 12.

	STUDENT AGREES STRONGLY OR SOMEWHAT THAT:

	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	2007

	 
	 
	 
	Public 4- year

	 
	1997
	2007
	Colleges

	 
	%
	%
	%

	There is too much concern in the courts
	 
	 
	 

	   for the rights of criminals
	76
	60
	59

	Abortion should be legal
	42
	43
	53

	The death penalty should be abolished
	16
	30
	30

	It is important to have laws prohibiting
	 
	
	 

	   homosexual relationships
	28
	31
	27

	Wealthy people should pay a larger share
	 
	
	 

	   of taxes than they do now
	67
	61
	60

	Same-sex couples should have the right to
	 
	
	 

	   legal marital status
	47
	57
	61

	Affirmative action in college admissions
	 
	
	 

	   should be abolished
	49
	43
	44

	The federal government should do more
	 
	
	 

	   to control the sale of handguns
	77
	67
	74

	The federal government is not doing enough
	 
	
	 

	   to control environmental pollution
	80
	71
	78

	A national health care plan is needed to
	 
	
	 

	   cover everybody's medical costs
	73
	74
	76

	Undocumented immigrants should be denied
	 
	
	 

	   access to public education
	N/A
	55
	51

	The chief benefit of a college education is
	 
	
	 

	   that it increases one's earning power
	N/A
	71
	71

	The federal government should raise taxes
	 
	
	 

	   to reduce the deficit
	19
	27
	23


F. Political and Social Views
[image: image6.png]



	TABLE 11.

	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	2007

	 
	 
	 
	Public 4- year

	 
	1997
	2007
	Colleges

	Political Views:
	%
	%
	%

	   Far left
	3
	2
	2

	   Liberal
	15
	21
	25

	   Middle-of-the road
	65
	49
	47

	   Conservative
	17
	26
	24

	   Far right
	_
	2
	2


	TABLE 10.

	OBJECTIVES CONSIDERED TO BE "ESSENTIAL"

	OR "VERY IMPORTANT"

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	2007

	 
	1997
	2007
	Public 4- year

	 
	 
	 
	Colleges

	 
	%
	%
	%

	Becoming an authority in my field
	70
	57
	58

	Obtaining recognition from my colleagues
	
	 
	 

	   for contributions to my special field
	54
	52
	55

	Influencing the political structure
	13
	20
	21

	Influencing social values
	35
	40
	44

	Raising a family
	80
	71
	77

	Having administrative responsibility for
	
	 
	 

	   the work of others
	38
	41
	43

	Being very well off financially
	75
	72
	77

	Helping others who are in difficulty
	64
	60
	68

	Becoming successful in a business of my own
	31
	39
	43

	Becoming involved in programs to clean
	
	 
	 

	   up the environment
	16
	18
	25

	Developing a meaningful philosophy of life
	35
	40
	45

	Helping to promote racial understanding
	25
	30
	35

	Becoming a community leader
	25
	29
	33

	Improving my understanding of other 
	
	 
	 

	   countries and cultures
	N/A
	35
	46


	TABLE 7.

	STUDENT ESTIMATES CHANCES ARE VERY GOOD

	THAT HE/SHE WILL:

	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	2007

	 
	 
	 
	Public 4- year

	 
	1997
	2007
	Colleges

	 
	%
	%
	%

	Make at least a "B" average
	46
	52
	57

	Get help to pay for college expenses
	46
	45
	49

	Be satisfied with UCM
	41
	41
	49

	Play varsity/intercollegiate athletics
	13
	13
	17

	Change major field
	12
	11
	13

	Participate in volunteer or community service work
	16
	12
	20

	Change career choice
	10
	11
	12

	Join a social fraternity or sorority
	27
	10
	11

	Work full time while attending college
	4
	6
	9

	Participate in student protests or demonstrations
	4
	4
	5

	Transfer to another college before graduating
	9
	4
	9

	Need extra time to complete degree requirements
	14
	7
	7
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