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                                          Are you fascinated by human psychology and hoping to join a centuries-long tradition
                                             of scientific inquiry? Join the Department of Psychological Science at the University
                                             of Central Missouri to study the human mind and find your path to a successful career.
                                          

                                          
                                          The Department of Psychological Science offers several degree paths

                                          
                                          	Bachelor of Arts: If you’re interested in psychology but not looking for a career in the field itself,
                                                a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology is ideal for you. You’ll build a strong foundation
                                                in research and writing skills that can help you in a huge range of careers.
                                             
	Bachelor of Science: If you want to pursue a graduate degree in psychology or a related field, our Bachelor
                                                of Science in Psychology will prepare you for success with plenty of research and
                                                lab experience.
                                             


                                          
                                          Our Vision

                                          
                                          We strive to offer a comprehensive educational experience, grounded in psychological
                                             science, by offering student-engaged learning opportunities that help you understand
                                             and apply psychological knowledge.
                                          

                                          
                                          Our Mission

                                          
                                          We are committed to preparing  you and our diverse body of students to apply skills
                                             and knowledge from the discipline of psychology in a changing world.  We provide you
                                             with a contemporary and comprehensive curriculum, grounded in psychological science,
                                             with opportunities for personalized educational experiences and the use of relevant
                                             technology.  We prepare you for employment in a variety of fields as well as admission
                                             to graduate and professional programs.
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                                                      Contacts

                                                      
                                                      Ellie Hwang, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Psychology
Program Coordinator
Lovinger 1204
Tel: 660-543-8911
hhwang@ucmo.edu

                                                      
                                                      College of Health, Science and Technology
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                                                         95% department placement rate within 6 months
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                                                         Valuable research opportunities
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                                    Find your Psychology future at UCM

                                    
                                    Dive into learning about the mind in UCM’s Psychology programs designed to put students
                                       first.
                                    

                                    
                                    	Distinguished faculty: Thanks to our small student-to-faculty ratio, you’ll enjoy many chances to work closely
                                          with faculty who specialize in a wide variety of topics, including cognitive psychology,
                                          counseling psychology, social psychology, school psychology, human experimental psychology,
                                          and counseling psychology (with a practicing licensed psychologist on faculty). 
                                       
	Research opportunities: We offer exciting opportunities to participate in state-of-the-art research in our
                                          many specialized labs, including a neurocognition lab, a mental health lab and an
                                          experimental psychology lab. UCM was the first psychology department in the country
                                          to incorporate VR technology into the undergraduate curriculum, giving students the
                                          chance to study the human brain from an unprecedented viewpoint.
                                       
	Accessible courses: Earning a degree from UCM’s Department of Psychological Science has never been easier.
                                          It doesn’t matter if you’re a working professional or a freshman: Our in-person, online
                                          and hybrid courses let you create a plan of study that works around your busy life
                                          schedule.
                                       


                                    
                                     

                                    
                                    What can you do with a degree in one of UCM’s Department of Psychological Science
                                       programs?
                                    

                                    
                                    The intricacies of the human brain remain a great mystery. Despite learning so much
                                       over many decades of research into the inner workings of the mind, there’s a lot we
                                       still don’t know. A degree from one of the programs in UCM’s Department of Psychological
                                       Science will give you the tools and resources to begin investigating the parts of
                                       the brain and mind that most interest you. The skills and knowledge you’ll gain in
                                       our Psychology programs can also help you stand out in a broad range of career fields.
                                       In fact, we boast a 95% placement rate for our graduates, thanks in large part to
                                       their expertise and experience.
                                    

                                    
                                    Maybe you’ve never considered it, but earning a degree in Psychology can help you
                                       prepare for jobs in business, human resources, law, journalism or marketing — to name
                                       just a few of your options. You’ll also be prepared to excel in a graduate program
                                       diving deeper into this complex and compelling field. The research and lab experience
                                       you’ll enjoy at UCM will ensure that you enter graduate school or a career with confidence
                                       in yourself and your skills. 
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                        Undergraduate Majors and Minors
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	BS Psychology
	Psychology Minor


                        
                     

                     
                      

                     
                     
                        Research Labs

                        
                           
                           Experimental Psychology Laboratory - This lab is used for conducting research in a variety of areas in experimental
                              psychology, including cognition, perception, psycholinguistics and social psychology.
                              The laboratory includes e-prime software, which allows students to present stimuli
                              and measure responses and response times using a library of already designed experiments,
                              or students can create code to run their own experiments. This includes research designed
                              by students enrolled in the Research Design & Analysis I and II courses as well as
                              individual student projects under faculty supervision, and research designed by faculty
                              with student research assistants collecting data. Contact: Dr. David Kreiner.
                           

                           
                           The Neurophysiology of Cognition, Attention and Learning Lab (NeuroCALL) - NeuroCALL measures and analyzes a variety of biosignals including brain activity
                              (EEG), eye movements (EOG), heart activity (EKG), and skin conductance (EDA) among
                              others. Recent and current projects in the lab involve examining brain and body activity
                              as it relates to implicit biases. Contact: Dr. Adam Runyan.

                           
                           The Advancement of Mental Health Lab - This lab uses psychological science to make the world a better place!! Projects
                              include dedicated research projects that result in refereed national and international
                              presentations and partnerships with local organizations to provide research-based
                              information on mental health and related phenomenon. Contact: Dr. Katie Jacobs.
                           

                           
                        

                        Student Organizations

                        
                           
                           Psychology Club

                           
                           Calling all undergraduate and graduate students interested in psychology! The Psychology
                              Club is looking for new members and dues are only $5 per semester or $10 per year.
                              Any student with an interest in Psychology is eligible to join. The Psychology Club
                              meets twice a month in conjunction with the UCM Chapter of Psi Chi. Psychology Club
                              is active in fundraising and sponsors several social events, guest speakers and field
                              trips. Please contact one of the officers or the faculty advisor, Dr. Runyan, if you have any questions.
                           

                           
                           President - Jonathan Hernandez

                           
                           Psi Chi

                           
                           Psi Chi is the International Honor Society in Psychology. The purpose of this organization
                              is to encourage, stimulate and maintain excellence in scholarship of members and to
                              advance the science of psychology.
                           

                           
                           Membership benefits include national recognition, leadership development and identification
                              with psychology as a discipline. There are numerous awards and grants that are available
                              to Psi Chi members. For more information, please see the Psi Chi website or contact one of the faculty advisors,  Dr. Kreiner or Dr. Runyan.
                           

                           
                           President -Izzy Allen
Vice President - Roman Morales

                           
                           Because Psi Chi is an honor society, individuals must have outstanding academic records
                              in order to become members. The Psi Chi organization has established standards to
                              which our chapter must adhere. Within the first month or so of each semester, we work
                              with the office staff to determine who meets the criteria to join. Eligible students
                              will receive an email inviting them to join.
                           

                           
                           Undergraduate students must be Psychology majors or minors enrolled at UCM and have
                              completed three semesters of college coursework (with at least 9 hours in psychology).
                              In addition, undergraduates must rank in the upper 35% of their class in overall,
                              cumulative GPA. Undergraduates must also have a minimum Psychology GPA of 3.0. Graduate
                              students must be enrolled in the Psychology Master's program at UCM and have a minimum
                              GPA of 3.0 in all graduate courses to be eligible.
                           

                           
                           The UCM chapter of Psi Chi participates in numerous service projects. For instance,
                              the chapter provides free tutoring to any UCM student experiencing difficulty in a
                              Psychology course. Our chapter regularly raises funds and supplies for local charities.
                              We do highway cleanup for a stretch of road in the Warrensburg area (Route 13 bypass).
                           

                           
                           We have been successful in hosting guest speakers both at regular meetings and at
                              special events. The chapter has been able to provide travel funding to several Psi
                              Chi members for presenting their research at conferences.
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                        	American Psychological Association
	Association for Psychological Science
	Midwestern Psychological Association
	Psi Chi International Honor Society in Psychology
	Great Plains Students’ Psychology Convention
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